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To attain the love of Allah and His blessings in both worlds (dunya and akhirah), a believer must
first acknowledge the lofty status of the Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (peace be upon him),
and embrace him with sincere love. True love for the Messenger naturally manifests in following
his guidance, embodying his character, and aligning one’s life with his Sunnah. This path of
devotion leads the believer to the ultimate reward: the love of the Creator and Sustainer of all
existence. The Qur’an makes it clear that genuine love for Allah is attained through obedience to
and emulation of His Messenger (pbuh),
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Say, [0 Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah will love you and
forgive you your sins. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.” Quran (3:31).

In order to truly walk in the footsteps of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), one must
follow his Prophetic tradition (Sunnah) with sincerity and willingness, not out of mere
compulsion. Such genuine adherence becomes possible only when it is rooted in deep love and
affection for him. Thus, it is correct to say that love for Allah is attained through love for, and
obedience to, His Messenger.

Islamic scholars explain that the declaration of faith begins with the testimony “La ilaha illa
Allah” (There is no god but Allah), yet its true realization and completeness is inseparably bound
to the second testimony, “Muhammad rasal Allah”(Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah).
Together, they affirm both the oneness of God and the essential role of His Messenger in guiding
humanity to Him.

The great master of the Islamic Jurisprudence, Imam al-Shafi’'t states in a poem:
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If your love (for God) was sincere you would’ve obeyed Him,
Indeed the lover is obedient to the beloved.

True faith requires that love for the Prophet (pbuh) rise above love for one’s
own self and family



Such a statement may come as a shock to many who are massively indulged in a self-love to
such an extend where nothing matters more than themselves. On the other hand, the Messenger
of God teaches us that no one can have a sound believe unless I become to the person more
beloved than the self, parent, child and everyone else.

On one occasion, while walking with his companions, his close friend “Umar ibn al-Khattab (r.a.)
openly expressed his feelings to him,
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“O Messenger of God! You are more beloved to me than everything else except my self.” The
Messenger of God said, “ By the One whose soul is in His hand (it won’t be right), until | become
more beloved to you than yourselfs.” Then Umar (r.a.) said to him, “ By God, as of now you are
more beloved to me than myself” Prophet said, “ Now o Umar! (you got it right).” (Reported by
al-Bukhari)

Compelling reasons to love the Messenger of God (pbuh)

There are countless reasons to love the Messenger of Allah (pbuh). Yet, believers may prioritize
these reasons differently, depending on their personal experiences and the blessings of Allah they
have come to recognize through His Messenger.

For instance, many gnostics ( ‘urafa’)—those deeply attentive to the Prophet’s presence through
intimate spiritual connection—develop an intense love and longing to be ever closer to him. This
profound spiritual experience becomes both a source of inner satisfaction and a cause for their
ever-increasing affection for the Messenger of Allah.

Other believers, however, may highlight different aspects as the foundation of their love for the
Prophet (peace be upon him), such as:

1. The fact that Prophet (pbuh) loved and expressed compassion for his followers before they
were even born. In a hadith narrated by Anas bin Malik, the Messenger of God stated,
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“I would’ve loved to meet my brothers.” (the narrator) said, “The companions of the Messenger
of God said, “ Aren’t we your brothers?” He said, “ You are my companions, as for my brothers
they are those who believed in me without even seeing me.” (Reported by Ahmad)

2. The Prophet (pbuh) continually asks Allah, even from within his grave, to forgive each
individual of his Ummah.
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"My life is good for you; you speak to me and I speak to you. And my death is good for you;
your deeds are presented to me. If I see good, I praise Allah; if I see otherwise, I ask forgiveness
for you.” (Mursal, Reported by Al-Bazzar)

3. He taught us about our Creator and guided us in how to worship Him, emphasizing both
wisdom and the purification of the self. The Qur’an elaborates on this role, stating:
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“It is He who has sent among the unlettered a Messenger from themselves reciting to them His
verses and purifying them and teaching them the Book and wisdom — although they were before
in clear error.” Quran (62:2)

4. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) will be on the Day of Judgment closer to us then our families
and the loved ones. He will also pray to God and intercede on behalf of his followers. In a
hadith by ‘Abdullah bin Amr bin al-As it is mentioned,
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Narrated ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As: The Prophet (pbuh) recited the words of Allah, the
Exalted, in the story of Abraham: "My Lord, indeed they have led many people astray; so
whoever follows me is of me" (Qur’an 14:36)

And ‘Tsa (Jesus, peace be upon him) said: "If You punish them, they are Your servants; and if
You forgive them, You are the Mighty, the Wise" (Qur’an 5:118)

The Prophet (pbuh) then raised his hands and said: “O Allah, my nation, my nation”, and he
wept.

Allah, the Exalted, said: “O Jibril, go to Muhammad (pbuh), and your Lord knows best; ask him
what makes him weep.”

Jibril came to him and asked him, and the Prophet (pbuh) informed him, as he knew best. Allah
then said: “O Jibril, go to Muhammad (pbuh) and say: We will please you regarding your nation
and will never wrong you.” (Reported by Muslim)

The Prophet (pnuh) will also stand by the Bridge (as-Sirat) on the Day of Judgment, interceding
for the believers until they are admitted into Paradise. The Sirat is described in the Qur’an and
Hadith as a narrow bridge set over the Hellfire, which every soul must cross.

/.ﬂ/.ﬂ -
- 0 - “.

U‘”};‘ ..L&jc VJwVqu) J}ﬁb O‘J‘l‘ .L&j¢ VJWVJWUJ Jjbb L‘Jﬂa.“ ..L& ML'.LS‘ rj; rj.sy Lf‘

] 2g-

Al Sl Oy 1 Jplo

Jabir ibn ‘Abdillah reported that the Messenger of Allah (pbuh) said: “On the Day of
Resurrection I will stand at the Sirat and say: ‘My Lord, grant safety, grant safety.” At the Scale I
will say: ‘My Lord, grant safety, grant safety.” And at the Hawd I will say: ‘My Lord, grant
safety, grant safety.”” (Reported by Al-Hakim)

The following hadith highlights the profound love of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) for his
followers, as seen in his persistent insistence on the Day of Judgment to be granted permission to
intercede on behalf of his entire Ummah,
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Sa‘d ibn AbT Waqqas reported that he heard the Prophet 2% say: “I asked my Lord and interceded
for my Ummah, and He granted me a third of them. So I fell in prostration to my Lord in



gratitude. Then I raised my head and again asked my Lord for my Ummah, and He granted me
another third of them. So I fell in prostration to my Lord in gratitude. Then I raised my head and
again asked my Lord for my Ummah, and He granted me the final third. So I fell in prostration to
my Lord in gratitude.” (Reported by Abu Dawud and Ahmad)

There are countless reasons for the heart to incline toward the Messenger of God (pbuh) but
these four alone — knowing that he loved us before we were even born, that he asks Allah for
our forgiveness, that he is the one who taught us about our Creator, and that he will intercede on
our behalf on the Day of Judgment — should be more than enough to form a strong foundation,
not only to admire and praise him, but to love him wholeheartedly.



